
Author : Ivanova Fotso
Illustrations : Maureen Etondi

Translation : Godfrey Kain

Fu Àlêʼ Afo sɨ Chamtɨ́
Kom
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Ndô ŋwàʼlɨ ̀nɨǹ lzɨ ̂layn. Woyn ndô ŋwàʼlɨ ̀nɨn saŋlɨ-à. 
Ndzɨsɨ àŋena sɨ nɨn jofà, ŋwàʼlɨsɨ àŋena sɨ nɨn ghɨ sɨ fɨ.
Èsàmà nɨǹ ghɨ a ŋwàʼlɨs̀ɨ ̀kæ̀. Wù n-saŋlɨ ̂sɨ fì sɨ yeyn woyn 
ŋwàʼlɨs̀ɨ ̀bò: Amina, Ngo Tamà, Bêl nɨ ̀Àbo. 
Wù n-toŋtɨ ̂àŋena.

4



Èsàmà: Àlô ghelɨ ijèl nɨ ̀mà!
Ghelɨ Ijèl:  Àlô Èsàmà!
Èsàmà: Yì ki kɨ afo a chamtɨnɨ-a nɨ ̀mà a. 
Nà wàyn ɨ ghayn meyn àfo àkema kɨ so.
Èsàmà yasì bò ŋweyn ma àluyn kɨ bàŋkêksɨ.̀ 
Yì n-lɨŷmtɨ ̀foma. 
Suynsɨ ŋweynsɨ bɨf nâ àŋena kàʼ a ghɨ kum a?
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Èsàmà: Ɨǹgaŋ à n-kelɨ kɨ mà! Mɨ n-gwôtɨ ̀wì afo a chamtɨnɨ-a 
nɨ ̀mà. Suynsɨ Ésàmà sɨ ̀ɨ yasì bòsɨ àŋena ɨ ̀dyèyn ɨf̀wo ɨ yɨnɨ 
nɨ ̀àŋena. 
-Ghès nɨn boŋ kelɨ àfo sɨ chamtɨ, gwôtɨ ̀wì sɨ fu ɨ wul. 
Woynda sɨ kɨŋ sɨ yɨ. Ghesɨǹà nɨn kelɨ sɨ chìtɨ ̀ɨlvɨ iyɨ. 
Ndyèynsɨ ̀bè na woynda tumi a mbaŋisɨ. 
Ésàmà ŋêyn suynsɨ ŋweyn sɨ tumi a mbaŋi. Àŋena lzɨ a ndô 
ŋwàʼlɨ ̀sɨf kɨ ̀ji ì mòʼ têyn: nɨ ̀nkœ̀, ɨ two, nɨ ̀nkœ̀, ɨ two.
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Kɨ ̀sa abàŋ ɨlvɨ têyn à na sɨ ghɨ ɨl̀vɨ iyɨ. Woynda na sɨ saŋlɨ-à. 
Èsàmà ŋêyn suynsɨ ŋweyn sɨ kôynɨ ̀a lɨmàlɨm̀a isæ i mɨngvɨl̀à 
sɨ chamtɨ afo. 
- Èsàmà bê na, Ki ka. Mɨ n-kelɨ lamâs, 
bàŋkêk, nɨ ̀àfo a tofɨnɨ-a sɨ nyvɨ. 
-Bêl bê na, mɨ n-kelɨ ìwum i kaŋnɨ-i nɨ ̀àfo a nyvɨnɨ-a a 
tofɨnɨ-a.
-Mɨ n-kelɨ àmùʼ nɨ ̀àkuyn a. 
Àŋena nɨn chɨŷntɨ ̀
saŋlɨ ̂sɨ mòm ɨfwo ateyn 
sɨ zɨt̀ɨ ̀sɨ yɨ.
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Woyn ghɨ li nɨn ghɨ a ngùŋ fɨk̀àʼ fɨ mɨngvɨl̀à yɨ wi. Dɨym 
wi. Àbo nɨǹ bê na: Tayo ŋêyn Danzabè ɨ woyn ghɨ fɨ nɨn 
ghi afêyn. Àŋena nɨn yɨ wi.
Amina: Ɨlvɨ fɨ li âŋena na kelɨ wi afo. À n-ghɨ ìwumi. 
Jèŋ kàʼ yì bu faŋ tɨ ̀nà yaf àŋena.
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Amina nɨǹ kelɨ ìkfâʼtɨ ̀wù n-bê sɨ ̂suynsɨ ŋweynsɨ na:
-Ghesɨǹà kàʼ a ghɨ fu Tayo ŋêyn Danzabè nɨ ̀ɨf̀wo ɨ yɨnɨ nɨ ̀
ghesɨǹà. Èsàmà tuynsɨ ɨ ̀bè na:
-Fu afo ayɨnɨ-a nɨ ̀và ɨlvɨ ta wà n-kôŋ.
-À n-kelɨ kɨ mà afo a yɨnɨ-a nɨ ̀mà.

9



Bêl nɨǹ kôŋ wì sɨ fu. Wù bê na: Jèŋ nɨn yaf chwôsɨ ̀mà. 
Mà kæ sɨ fu ma bû yɨ ɨ ̀kul.
Ngoʼ Tanga bê na: Jèŋ nɨn yaf chwôsɨ ̀kɨ mɨ ŋweyn ma wù kàʼ 
wù bû fu.
Suyn nâ sèynsɨ ̀kæ̀ nɨn kelɨ ɨf̀wo ɨ ̀kfæ̀ ma wu luyn meyn. 
Mɨ tì nô wùl ɨ ̀mòʼ ɨ kôŋ wì sɨ fu ɨ wul.
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Àminà: Mɨ n-kôŋ sɨ fu. Mɨ tì à n-ghɨ kɨ mà sɨ 
fu. Àŋena nɨn kelî kfeyn wi, a mà na bu fì kelɨ 
wi. Suynsɨ ŋweynsɨ zɨt̂ɨ ̀sɨ yɨ. Àŋena nɨn saŋlɨ-à. 
Ésàmà kɨŋtɨ sɨ yɨ a   nje.
Wù bê na: Mɨ n-kôŋ wì sɨ nà yɨ-a ghɨ ki   mà. 
Mɨ n-chwô yɨ ibàm i kɨl̀âs.
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          Èsàmà châʼsɨ ̀àfo a ŋweyn: bèynlɨ ̀tom ɨvɨ 
ɨs̀wèʼ têyn ...BÀTÀTÂS! Wù fe a nse a fu! 
   Èsàmà dyamtɨ ighaŋ i mɨngvɨl̀à ɨ ̀fe. 
Nô bàŋkêksɨ ̀jɨm̀ sfɨsà abɨl̀. 
                                 Èsàmà zɨt̂ɨ ̀sɨ dzɨ:̀ Afo a yɨnɨ-a  
                                   nɨ ̀mà! Afo bû faŋ ta ka mà yɨ!
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Bêl, Ngo Tamga, Àbo nɨ ̀Amina nyɨŋ ndù làysɨ ̀sûyn àŋena ɨ ̀
fù sijya sɨ ̂ŋweyn. Àŋena gamtɨ ̀ŋweyn wù lalì ɨ ̀yèytɨ ̀ndzɨsɨ 
ŋweyn. Agbò kumti bàŋkêksɨ ̀ateyn. Ngo Tamgà bê na wà 
n-kelɨ si sfɨs̀ sɨ màʼì. Sɨ nì sfɨs̀à a nse ntùmbùyn ɨ ghɨ ateyn. 
Wà kæ sɨ yɨ a wà na koʼi-à. Aminà bê sî Èsàmà na ka wù dzɨ. 
Mɨ n-boŋ fu và nɨ ̀ɨf̀wo ɨ yɨnɨ ɨ taynɨnɨ.
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Agbò bê na ‶Alêʼ iwùm a kèyn afêyn″. Ngo Tamgà bê na ″Wà 
kàʼ a wà li abeʼ abayn a kfaŋ nɨ ̀mà‶. Èsàmà nɨǹ saŋlɨ ̂sɨ keli 
afo sɨ yɨ. Wù bê sɨ ̂suynsɨ ŋweynsɨ na: Àyòŋnɨ ̀à kyæ nô sa 
ŋaŋ. Yi n-tôʼnɨ-̀à. Amina bê na ″Wà bè sa moʼ yi n-jôf sɨ nà fu 
ghelɨ ghì âŋena nɨn kelɨ wi.‶	
Wù fî bè na: Nô mɨ ndà kæ sɨ beʼtɨ sɨ fu afo a yɨnɨ-a nɨ ̀
ghesɨǹà sɨ ilæ, a ghesɨǹà na kelɨ àfo nô ghɨ ̀jɨm̀ sɨ yɨ. 
Mɨ n-fu àfo kì a wà fu sɨ ̂mà sɨ ̂Tayo ŋêyn Danzabè.
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