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When a green lizard and a gecko become friends, 
they learn all about each other’s diets. The green 
lizard learns how the gecko searches for food, 
and then the gecko learns the same from the 
green lizard. With their new knowledge, the two 
reptiles decide to switch habitats. Do you think 
they will survive in their new environments?
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Room to Read seeks to transform the lives of millions 
of children in developing countries by focusing on 
literacy and gender equality in education. Working 
in collaboration with local communities, partner 
organizations and governments, we develop literacy 
skills and a habit of reading among primary school 
children, and support girls to complete secondary 
school with the relevant life skills to succeed in 
school and beyond.
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The Green Lizard and the Gecko was compiled and 
illustrated using a modern illustration technique 
through the collaboration of fi ve illustrators. Members 
of the production team include: Miss SOU Sophy, a 
modern arts teacher at Phare Ponleu Selpak; Mr. 
CHAN Sophorn, a master’s student studying western 
arts in Korea; Mr. TOUCH Kaosal, an illustrator who 
studied the art of drawing at Phare Ponleu Selpak; Mr. 
YUOM Kosal, an illustrator from Siem Reap Artisans 
d’Angkor; and Mr. SOEURM Kakada, an illustrator and 
staff member on the Quality Reading Materials team at 
Room to Read Cambodia.

Ms. SOEUNG Leakhena, born in 1981 in Komnpong Speu Province, currently works 
as a teacher of Khmer literature at Hun Sen Chambork High School. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree in Khmer literature and holds a teacher’s certifi cation in higher 
education. She has attended a writers’ training course with the Khmer Writers’ 
Association.
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