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This book was published through the cooperation of the 
local community, Room to Read, and Deutsche Bank. It is 
dedicated to all children who read this story. We hope you 
enjoy the journey.

Room to Read seeks to transform the lives of millions of children in developing 
countries by focusing on literacy and gender equality in education. Working in 
collaboration with local communities, partner organizations and governments, we 
develop literacy skills and a habit of reading among primary school children and 
support girls to complete secondary school with the relevant life skills to succeed 
in school and beyond.

Room to Read Vietnam: 972E Truong Sa Street, Ward 13. District 3, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 
www.roomtoread.org
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Trån Le Son Y graduated with a degree in Journalism and has been working as a reporter for Muc 
Tim magazine since 1999. In 2008, she was a fi nalist of the La Trau Poetry Award, and in 2009, 
she was awarded with the prize from HCMC Writers’ Association for her collection of poems, 
which was published by the Publishing House of Women. As an author with a passion for writing 
for children, she has published several poems in many established children’s magazines, namely 
Muc Tim, Rua Vang, and Nhi Dong.

Nguyễn Minh Hải currently studies at the HCMC University of Architecture and works as a 
children’s book illustrator. Her favorite part of this job is the close friendships that build between the 
author and illustrator as they collaborate on the development of the books.

Millions of water hyacinth plants live in the canals along the Mekong Delta near Nep’s village. Nep 
thought that she knew everything there was to know about the plant - how it gets stuck in her father’s 
canoe propeller, how to cook it, and games you can play with it. When she sees her mother drying and 
weaving the stems of the plant, she becomes curious.
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