
Woosh! Woosh! That’s the sound of the wind as Bountong rides 
across a fi eld wearing his new hat. Accompanied by his buffalo, 
Bountong has an adventurous day with a hat that has a long tail, 
horns, and eyes.
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Room to Read seeks to transform the lives of 
millions of children in developing countries by 
focusing on literacy and gender equality in
education. Working in collaboration with local 
communities, partner organizations and 
governments, we develop literacy skills and a 
habit of reading among primary school  
children, and support girls to complete 
secondary school with the relevant life skills to 
succeed in school and beyond.
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Nivong Sengsakoun was born in Vientiane in 1985. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree from the National Institute of Fine Arts and 
currently works as a technician in the Department of Fine Arts. 
Sengsakoun has illustrated many books for children, including 
twenty for Room to Read, and has won several awards for his 
illustrations. He was a participant and co-facilitator at Room to 
Read Laos’ 2011 Illustrators’ Workshop.
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Syamphay Fengsavanh was born in 1996 in Xiengkhouang Province. 
She is currently a student at the National University of Laos majoring 
in Lao language. Fengsavanh attended Room to Read Laos’ writers’ 
workshops in 2014 and 2015.
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