
Fish Finds a Friend
This book was originally written in Sepedi by Moyahabo Masela

Illustrated by Gerda Smit     Designed by Jennifer Jacobs
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Story spread 1
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Poor Fish. Fish is so lonely!
Fish goes looking for a friend.
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Story spread 2

Fish says to Rabbit,
“I like your tail. It’s like a broom! 

Will you be my friend?” 

Rabbit replies, “Me? I can’t be 
friends with someone who has 

no legs.”

Fish asks, “Why should I be 
ashamed to have no legs?”
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Story spread 3
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Next Fish meets Pigeon.
“I love your singing voice,” says Fish. 

“Will you be my friend?” 

Pigeon says, “I can’t be friends with 
someone whose wings don’t work.”

Fish replies, “My fins work just fine. 
They are for flying through water!”

Pigeon says, “Kurr! All my friends 
must fly high in the air!”
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Poor Fish. Fish wonders,
“Will I EVER find a friend?”
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Story spread 5

Next Fish meets Cat. 
Fish says, “We both have beautiful 

eyes. Let’s be friends.”

Cat snarls, ready to pounce. 
“Grrrr!”
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“Ah, Cat wants to eat me!”

Fish jumps quickly into the water.
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Story spread 7

The water bubbles with Fish’s fast, 
scared breath. 

Fish rests. “I was not born to be 
alone,” Fish finally decides. “I will 

try one more time.”
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Story spread 8

Fish sees Frog.
“Hello, Frog!” Fish calls.

“Can you swim?”
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Frog replies, “A little bit. But 
without fins, it is hard for me to 

balance in water.”
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Story spread 9

“I can teach you how to swim!”
Fish says. “Grab my tail!”
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Fish and Frog play all afternoon.
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Story spread 11
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And they are friends to this day.
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Imprint page

In 2018, the REACH project supported Room to Read and local South African publishers to create 20 new books in 
South African languages. You hold one of these books in your hand! Each book was originally written in Sepedi, siSwati, 
Xitsonga, Tshivenda or isiZulu. All 20 books are available in all of these languages, as well as English. To find out more, 
visit onedayonebook.org.

Copyrights for this book are all held by the creators of each part of the book. They have chosen to license their part under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 license, which means that the entire book holds this same license. Thus, anyone can freely read, download, translate, print, and 
distribute this book. If you do reuse anything from this book, you must credit the creators.

The first edition of this book was published by Balaodi Publishers.
This book was originally written in Sepedi by Moyahabo Masela.
Illustrated by Gerda Smit
Designed by Jennifer Jacobs
Edited by Katherine Hofmeyr
with the help of the One Day One Book participants in Johannesburg on 2 June 2018.

If you are interested in purchasing more copies of this book, please contact the publisher:
Balaodi Publishers
76 Hans Van Rensburg St, Polokwane, Limpopo, 0699
Diphete Bopape | 015 297 7967

This project was funded by Results in Education for All Children (REACH) trust fund at the World Bank and the Global 
Book Alliance, and supported by the Department of Basic Education.

Room to Read South Africa
1209 Francis Baard Street, The Gables, 1 Floor, Hatfield, Pretoria 0028, South Africa
www.roomtoread.org
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