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Nono bekayintftombatana lehlakaniphile,
lekhutsele lehlala naMamkhulu wayo.
LoMamkhulu bekamhlupha, amentisa
yonkhe imisebenti yasekhaya.
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Onkhe emalanga Nono bekahlabela.

“Kutawuntjintja nini?

Kutsi ngihlale ngedvwa,

Ngikhe emanti, ngilime emasimu,
Kutawuntjntja nini?”

Nacedza kuhlabela bekahamba, ayokha emanti
emfuleni. Nakabuya emantini Mamkhulu amhlome
likhuba. Nono bekangakutsandzi kulima.
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Ngalelinye lilanga Nono watfola emasimini kulinyiwe!

Kulesinye sikhwebu semmbila kuhleti
intfombatanyana. “Ngite kutokusita,”
kwasho intfombatanyana.

Nono wamamatseka, “Ngitawutsi unguThuphazana
ngoba ulingana nesitfupha sami. Ngena ekhukhwini
lami kute Mamkhulu angakuboni.”
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“Namuhla ngitawuhlanta tonkhe titja tenu,
Nono,” kwasho Thuphazana.
“Wena ungaphumula.”

Kwatsi Mamkhulu nabona ekhishini kuhlobile
wamangala. “Usebente kamatima namuhla,
Nono. Sewuba yintftombatana letimiselako
ngemsebenti wayo.”

Nono wajabula kakhulu nadvunyiswa.
“Mamkhulu, ngingalala masinyane namuhla?
Ngiva ngidzinwe kakhulu.”
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Esikhundleni sekutsi alale, Nono wacala
wadlala naThuphazana.

Mamkhulu weta wanconcotsa.
“Nono! Ngewani lomsindvo?”

Nono wetfuka.
“Akunalutfo, Mamkhulu.
Bengimane ngiphupha nje.” %

“Buya ulale kimi nangabe uphupha kabi,”
kusho Mamkhulu.

“Ungakhatsateki, Mamkhulu,”
kuphendvula Nono.

Thuphazana wagigitseka.
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Ngakusasa, Nono wavuka embedeni.
Akamange amtfole kuThuphazana.

Nono wahamba wayokha emanti emfuleni.
® Wahlala tikwelitje wakhala. “Buya futsi, ®
buya futsi, ntfombatanyana yemlingo.”

Kodvwa Thuphazana akamange abuye.







Watfola Mamkhulu wakhe amlindzele.

“Hoamba uyovuna ummbila. Usheshe ubuye,

ungalingisi nawuyokha emanti!”

Nono watsatsa imantji wacala
wahlabela kabuhlungu:

“Kutawuntjintja nini?

Kutsi ngihlale ngedvwa,

Ngikhe emanti, ngilime emasimu,
Kutawuntjntja nini?”
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Nono wahlabela indlela yonkhe.
Emasimini wabona ummbila unyakatal
Ummbila uyativuna, uyazuba
® ungena emantjini.

“Thuphazana wami nguwe?”
kumemeta Nono.
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“Yebo, Nono!” kwaphendvula livi.

“Thuphazana! Ungishiyeleni na?
Ngiyakudzinga,” kumemeta Nono.

“Angeke Nono ngikwati kuhlala nawe,
kumele ngihlale lapha nemndeni wami.
Nangabe unesitungu nobe udzinga lusito,

hlabela ngitawuta.”







Nono naThuphazana bagonana,

Bobabili bahlabela ingoma lensha:

“Sifikile sikhatsi,

Sekuba nemngani.
Sisobabili sitawukha emanti,
Sisobabili silime emasimini!
Tikhatsi tintjintjile.”
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