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The Birthday Present
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Story spread 1
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Kgošigadi looks out of the window 
at the rain storm.

Tomorrow is Mahlodi’s birthday. 
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Story spread 2
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Kgošigadi looks at her flowers.

“I can’t give Mahlodi flowers for her birthday,” 
she says sadly.
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Story spread 3

Kgošigadi looks at the trees 
and their leaves.

“I could make flowers 
from the leaves!”
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Story spread 4

“Oh no! These leaves are torn and muddy.
Mahlodi won’t like this.”

Kgošigadi gives up and goes to the store. 
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She sees a pretty necklace.

“Mahlodi would love this, 
but it costs R100.”
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Story spread 5

Kgošigadi goes to ask her mother for the money. 

“Oooh child, I am sorry, but I have no money.”
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Story spread 6
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“What will I do for 
Mahlodi?” Kgošigadi sighs.

Then, she sees a sparkle! 

Kgošigadi sees plastic 
sweet sticks and wrappers. 
She sees an orange bag.
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Story spread 7

Kgošigadi gets a bright idea.
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Story spread 8
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“Ah! I made a beautiful necklace,” 
Kgošigadi thinks. “Mahlodi will love it.”
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Story spread 9

Kgošigadi wraps the present carefully.
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Story spread 10

She takes it with her to 
school the next day.

She gives it to Mahlodi.
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Story spread 11

22

ZA_ABP_18_0065_BirthdayPresent_Inside.indd   22ZA_ABP_18_0065_BirthdayPresent_Inside.indd   22 6/22/23   09:436/22/23   09:43



“Ooooh! 
A beautiful necklace! 
Thank you, Kgošigadi.”
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Imprint page

Copyrights for this book are all held by the creators of each part of the book. They have chosen to license their part under 
a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license, which means that the entire book holds this same license. Thus, anyone can 
freely read, download, translate, print, and distribute this book. If you do reuse anything from this book, you must credit 
the creators.

In 2018, the REACH project supported Room to Read and local South African publishers to create 20 new 
books in South African languages. You hold one of these books in your hand! Each book was originally 
written in Sepedi, siSwati, Xitsonga, Tshivenda or isiZulu. All 20 books are available in all of these 
languages, as well as English. To find out more, visit onedayonebook.org.

The first edition of this book was published by Balaodi Publishers.
This book was originally written in Sepedi by Kwena Richard Malebana.
Illustrated by Kholofelo Mothle
Designed by Daniella van den Heever
Edited by Anna Stroud
with the help of the One Day One Book participants in Johannesburg on 2 June 2018.

If you are interested in purchasing more copies of this book, please contact the publisher:
Balaodi Publishers
76 Hans Van Rensburg St, Polokwane, Limpopo, 0699
Diphete Bopape | 015 297 7967

This project was funded by Results in Education for All Children (REACH) trust fund at the World 
Bank and the Global Book Alliance, and supported by the Department of Basic Education.

Room to Read South Africa
1209 Francis Baard Street, The Gables, 1 Floor, Hatfield, Pretoria 0028, 
South Africa
www.roomtoread.org
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