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Mother Ant lives in a hole with her children. 
“Mommy, we are very hungry,” cry the small ants.

  
Mother Ant is not happy to see 

her children starving. 

“There is no food, my children. 
I am going out to look for some,” says Mother Ant.
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Mother Ant goes to Cockroach’s house.
 

“Can I please have some food?” she asks. 

“I cannot give you this bread. 
It’s my children’s food,” says Cockroach. 

 
Mother Ant is very sad. 
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Mother Ant goes to the dump. 
There is lots of food here!

“This food belongs to me!” Fly calls out. 
She chases Mother Ant away.
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Mother Ant goes back home without food. 
She finds her children asleep and even hungrier. 

Mother Ant goes to a farm. 
There she finds lots of mangoes!
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King Locust arrives.
“What are you doing with my mangoes? 

Don’t touch my fruit!” he says angrily.
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Mother Ant is tired and hungry. 
She rests on the gate of a house. 

After a little while, a boy comes along 
holding a loaf of bread. 

Mother Ant follows the boy into the house.
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The boy makes himself tea with bread. 
Crumbs fall from the table.

Mother Ant sees the crumbs.

But there is a cat! 
The cat snarls.
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When he has finished eating,
 the boy sweeps all the crumbs into a dustpan.  

He takes them outside.

Mother Ant follows.
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She crawls to the top of the dustbin. 

The cat arrives. 
Mother Ant is so frightened she falls off!

 
The cat climbs into the dustbin 
and grabs the leftover bread. 
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Mother Ant crawls up the dustbin again.
This time she reaches the top! 

Happily, Mother Ant sees food inside.
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Mother Ant goes home with lots of food! 

Her children eat until they are full.
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In 2018, the REACH project supported Room to Read and local South African publishers to create 20 new books in 
South African languages. You hold one of these books in your hand! Each book was originally written in Sepedi, siSwati, 
Xitsonga, Tshivenda or isiZulu. All 20 books are available in all of these languages, as well as English. To find out more, 
visit onedayonebook.org.

Copyrights for this book are all held by the creators of each part of the book. They have chosen to license their part under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 license, which means that the entire book holds this same license. Thus, anyone can freely read, download, translate, print, and 
distribute this book. If you do reuse anything from this book, you must credit the creators.

The first edition of this book was published by Limpopo Faces.
This book was originally written in Tshivenda by Azwifaneli Sellinah Maṱamba.
Illustrated by Sinomonde Ngwane
Designed by Vivienne Preston
Edited by Alison Ziki
with the help of the One Day One Book participants in Johannesburg on 9 June 2018.

If you are interested in purchasing more copies of this book, please contact the publisher:
Limpopo Faces
P.O. Box 5828, Polokwane North, 0750 
22 Hyde Park, corner Giraffe and Springbok Street, Fauna Park, 0787, Polokwane, Limpopo, South Africa
Domina Munzhelele | 071 149 6213 | 081 514 2337 | limpopofaces@webmail.co.za | domina@hotmail.co.za

This project was funded by Results in Education for All Children (REACH) trust fund at the World Bank and the Global 
Book Alliance, and supported by the Department of Basic Education.

Room to Read South Africa
1209 Francis Baard Street, The Gables, 1 Floor, Hatfield, Pretoria 0028, South Africa
www.roomtoread.org
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