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Cilo is a responsible herdboy.

very day his father warns him about
the dangerous River Nanda.

Jddy just wants to scare me,” thinks Cilo.

t today the cattle are thirsty! | must
down to River Nandq,” thinks Cilo.
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o s river, Cilo fills his bottle with
ater. The cattle start to drink.

|
Wwhot is that:

o
|

Something has disturbed
the brown cow.
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“O‘-“ shouts Cilo.

.« washing two of
\,e \3
WO

4ady's COWS away.”
v



River Nanda pulls Cilo and his two cows to the
other bank. “It is too far for me to swim back!”
~ cries Cilo.




“What am | going to do?”
Just then he hears the CFAS of thunder.




After the storm,
Rainbow appears.

“What are you doing




“River Nanda washed me away,” Cilo cries.

“Oh dear,” Rainbow says. “Tell me.
What is that necklace for?”

_AC|Io proudly replies, “King NkanyeZ| gave it to

Or being the be nooter iIn Nanda.”




Cilo picks up a stone. He puts it into his sling.
He throws it with all his power.

“Oh no!” shouts Cilo.

Plop! the stone
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Cilo begins to cry again. Suddenly he hears
a voice from the river.




“I can help you, but your people
are troubling me,” says River Nanda.

“What do you mean?” asks Cilo.

served your people for many, many years.
water. | give you food. But all youdo IS
litter and pollute me.” :
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“How can | help you?” asks Cilo. “That is easy,”
says River Nanda. “Give me your cattle!”

“But... but... but... they belong to Daddy,” cries Cilo.




“Then | will

YOU up instead!”

“Please don’'t swallow me,” begs Cilo.
“I promise | will help to clean up the litter.
| promise | will tell the villagers not to pollute you.”

“I don’t believe you, young man!”
says River Nanda.




Meanwhile, back in the village,
everyone is looking for Cilo.

“I saw your son down at River Nanda.”
The old woman points.

They all run down to the river bank.

A rumbling noise rises from the riv
River Nanda is growing even more
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River Nanda floods towards them.
She sucks them all into her deep water.




P e

nave littered and polluted River Nanda

00 many yedrs,” shouts Cilo from the

bank. “All River Nanda has done is look
after us.”

‘We promise to take better care of her.
> promise. Save us now!” cry the villagers.
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In 2018, the REACH project supported Room to Read and local South African publishers to create 20 new books in
South African languages. You hold one of these books in your hand! Each book was originally written in Sepeds, siSwati,
Xitsonga, Tshivenda or isiZulu. All 20 books are available in all of these languages, as well as English. To find out more,
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Copyrights for this book are all held by the creators of each part of the book. They have chosen to license their part under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 license, which means that the entire book holds this same license. Thus, anyone can freely read, download, translate, print, and
distribute this book. If you do reuse anything from this book, you must credit the creators.

‘ ZA_ABP_18_0093_ThePromise_VE_Inside.indd 24 @

6/22/23 14:33 ‘



