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  the Greedy CatTOMMY
This book was originally written in Xitsonga by Mkhancane Daniel Ndove

Illustrated by Adrie le Roux     Designed by Jeanne Fleming
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Tommy lived in a tree. 
He was too lazy to hunt.

He lived on food scraps 
from the Manala family.
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Story spread 2

One day, the family loaded 
suitcases into their car. 

“What will I eat now?” 
Tommy wondered.
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He dreamed of feasting
 in the house.
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The next morning he peeked 
into the kitchen. 

There was milk on the table.

Tommy found his way in. 

But the milk was sour!
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So Tommy went to the living room. 

He found a strip of chips. 

He managed to eat 

them  ALL.
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He managed 
to eat them all.

 Then he went back 
to his tree to sleep.
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The next day, he went 
to the cupboard. 
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The next day, he went 
to the cupboard. 

He found some bread. He ate it.
Then he found crackers. He ate those.

But soon he was tired of boring food.
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Tommy decided 
to open the refrigerator. 

What
a feast!
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Story spread 7

Tommy ate 
and ate and ate.

In the middle 
of the night, he woke up. 

Tommy wanted more to eat! 
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Tommy ate 
and ate and ate.

In the middle 
of the night, he woke up. 

Tommy wanted more to eat! 
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Story spread 8

Tommy ate

everything 
in the refrigerator.
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One morning, 
he heard a car. 

The Manala family
were back. 

Tommy tried to jump 
out of the window. 

But he was too fat! 
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“Have we been robbed?”
the family cried. 

The house 
was such a mess.

Just then, the little 
girl saw Tommy. 

“It wasn’t thieves! 
It was Tommy,” 
she said.  
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“He must have been hungry,” 
said Ma Manala.

 “We had better take 
care of him.” 
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The girl smiled 
and snuggled 

the fat cat.

“Tommy, 
first I am 
going to 

brush
 your fur.

 But then, 
you need to 

go to the gym!”
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Imprint page

In 2018, the REACH project supported Room to Read and local South African publishers to create 20 new books in 
South African languages. You hold one of these books in your hand! Each book was originally written in Sepedi, siSwati, 
Xitsonga, Tshivenda or isiZulu. All 20 books are available in all of these languages, as well as English. To find out more, 
visit onedayonebook.org.

Copyrights for this book are all held by the creators of each part of the book. They have chosen to license their part under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 license, which means that the entire book holds this same license. Thus, anyone can freely read, download, translate, print, and 
distribute this book. If you do reuse anything from this book, you must credit the creators.

The first edition of this book was published by Sharp Shoot.
This book was originally written in Xitsonga by Mkhancane Daniel Ndove.
Illustrated by Adrie le Roux
Designed by Jeanne Fleming
Edited by Alison Ziki
with the help of the One Day One Book participants in Johannesburg on 2 June 2018.

If you are interested in purchasing more copies of this book, please contact the publisher:
Sharp Shoot
Shop 3 A, 4 Devenish St, Polokwane, 0699, South Africa
015 297 8416 

This project was funded by Results in Education for All Children (REACH) trust fund at the World Bank and the Global 
Book Alliance, and supported by the Department of Basic Education.

Room to Read South Africa
1209 Francis Baard Street, The Gables, 1 Floor, Hatfield, Pretoria 0028, South Africa
www.roomtoread.org
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