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Nomvundla and the Chilli Eating Contest
Illustrated by Adrien Folly-Notsron
Written by Fortune Tazvivinga
Designed by Natalie Walker
Edited by Karen Hurt
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Johannesburg on 25 January 2017.

ISBN: 978-1-928377-29-0

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/). You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and 
adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially. The 
licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were 
made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you 
or your use.
No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict 
others from doing anything the license permits.
Notices: You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or 
where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.
No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended 
use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the 
material.

Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers creative professionals 
who volunteer to create new, African storybooks that anyone can freely translate and distribute. To find out more, 
and to download beautiful, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.
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Story spread 1

Nomvundla the hare and Soko the monkey are buddies. 
“Hurry, Soko! We don’t want to be late for the Chilli-Eating 
Contest,” says Nomvundla.
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Story spread 2
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Story spread 3

“Nomvundla, if you win, who will 
you take to the Hamba-Hamba 

Funfair?” asks Soko.
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Story spread 4 

“That’s easy,” 
says Nomvundla. 

“I’ll take my best friend!” 
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Story spread 4 

“Hmm, I wonder  who 
Nomvundla’s best friend is?”

Who do you 
think Nomvundla’s 

best friend is? 
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Story spread 5

Nomvundla and Soko 
are the last to arrive.
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Story spread 6

“Soko, you go first,”
 says Nomvundla.
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Story spread 6

Chilli-Eating 

CONTEST RULES

Don’t say how            it feels1.
2. Finish all your chillies

 hot 
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Story spread 7

“Nomvundla, I’m scared,” says Soko.
“I’m not!” says Nomvundla.

How many chillies 
would you be able 
to eat?
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Story spread 8

Eee!

HOT!

Maiwe!

Eish!
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Story spread 8

HOT!
Hhlllliiiii.

Maiwe!

Eish!
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Story spread 9

It’s Nomvundla’s turn. 
She has a plan.
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 Nomvundla starts to sing:
“You say it’s HOT. 
I say it’s NOT!”
The judges are surprised 
and ask her what she is 
saying. She carries on 
singing her song until her 
chillies are finished. 
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Can you help 
Nomvundla sing 
her song? 
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Story spread 11
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Story spread 11

Hooray! Nomvundla is the winner! 
“YOU are my best friend, Soko!”
Hooray! Nomvundla is the winner! 
“YOU are my best friend, Soko!”
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Story spread 12

WHEEEEEEEE!
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WHEEEEEEEE!
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