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Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, and 
design to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and 
date. We’ll add the ISBN later.

Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers 
creative professionals who volunteer to create new, African storybooks that anyone can freely 
translate and distribute. To find out more, and to download beautiful, print-ready books, visit 
bookdash.org.

The Great Cake Contest
Illustrated by Nompumelelo Mdluli
Written by Lebohang Masango
Designed by Amanda van der Walt
Edited by Anna Stroud
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Johannesburg on 27 October 2018.

ISBN: 978-1-928442-80-6

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence (http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/4.0/). You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium 
or format) and adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, 
even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following 
license terms:

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the 
licensor endorses you or your use.
No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
Notices: You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public 
domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.
No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your 
intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how 
you use the material.
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Story spread 1
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Story spread 1

“What cake can I bake?” 
he thinks.

Lucky loves cake. 
He is so happy that the 
Great Cake Contest is in town.
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Story spread 3

“I know. I can make a pancake!”
shouts Lucky.

He walks to Pontsho’s house to share
his idea, but she already beat him to it.
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Story spread 4

“Or, what if I made a carrot cake?”
he wonders.

He goes to tell Nini his plan, but she
had the same idea.
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Story spread 2

“What about baking a black
forest cake?” 

He rushes to tell Kima what he’s
come up with, but he’s too late.
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Story spread 7

On the way to Nthabi’s house, he thinks:
“Let me just make a 
Christmas cake!”

But Nthabi already 
made that happen.
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Story spread 6

“What other cake 
can I bake?” 
he asks himself.

“How about a chocolate
mousse cake?”

He arrives at Linda’s house but oh no!
He was too slow.
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Story spread 5

Lucky gets an idea. 
“I will make a roly-poly cake.”

He gets to Zola’s house but
she’s way ahead of him.
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the-great-cake-contest_en_interior.indd   19the-great-cake-contest_en_interior.indd   19 2022/11/30   16:382022/11/30   16:38



Story spread 8
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Story spread 8

Lucky feels sad when he gets home 
because he is out of ideas. He asks his 
family to help him think about what
great cake he can bake.
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Story spread 9

Mama, Papa and his big sister 
Musa all put their heads 
together to help him enter 
the Great Cake Contest.
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Story spread 10

The cake is 
so big,
so wide,
so tall ...

... that it begins to wobble, 
wobble, wobble and fall!
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Story spread 11

Oh no! Everyone at the 
Great Cake Contest is 
covered in cake. 

Where are the 
judges? 
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Story spread 11

Where are the contestants? 

Where is 
Lucky?
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Story spread 12

The judges munch and chomp 
their way out and everyone agrees:

Lucky is the winner of the 
Great Cake Contest!

the-great-cake-contest_en_interior.indd   28the-great-cake-contest_en_interior.indd   28 2022/11/30   16:382022/11/30   16:38



Story spread 12

the-great-cake-contest_en_interior.indd   29the-great-cake-contest_en_interior.indd   29 2022/11/30   16:382022/11/30   16:38



Endpapers or decoration should fill this entire double-page 
spread.
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Add a small image in the centre of the page, or leave blank.

What cake would 
you bake?
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