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Illustrated by Hayley Alonzo
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with the help of the Book Dash participants in Grahamstown on 12 November 2016.

ISBN: 978-1-928377-26-9

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/). You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and 
adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially. The 
licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were 
made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses 
you or your use.
No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict 
others from doing anything the license permits.
Notices: You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or 
where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.
No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended 
use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the 
material.

Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers creative professionals 

who volunteer to create new, African storybooks that anyone can freely translate and distribute. To find out more, 

and to download beautiful, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.
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Story spread 1

“
                 “What’s for supper?”

asked Sam.
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“It’s a surprise”, 
said Mama, 
putting a big pot 
on the stove. 
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She added a jug of water.  
Sam was worried. 

“Are we having water for supper?” 
he wailed.

 “It’s a surprise. Wait and see.” 
replied Mama.
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“Can I help?” asked Sam. “I could stir.”
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“You are still a bit short,” 
           said Mama. 
“The pot might fall over. 
But you can help me 
by fetching things.”
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“Can you bring me an onion, please.”

“This doesn’t smell very nice.”
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“They will taste nice once 
they are cooked.”      
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“Now I need some tomatoes.  

No, that is an apple. 
The tomatoes are also round and red, 
but you will find them in the fridge.”
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“Can you bring me potatoes. 
They are round and brown.”
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“Is supper ready yet?”
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“If you are hungry you can 
eat the apple 

while you wait.”
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“What about these?”

“No, we won’t need biscuits. 

We can save those 
for after supper.”
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“What’s in the pot?” 
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   “It’s a surprise. Wait and see.”
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“What about this?”

“That is a watermelon. It will be too big 
for the pot.” 
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“See if you can find some spinach. 
It is also green.”
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“Please get some bread. 
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No, it won’t go into the pot 

but on the table.”          
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Mama carried the pot to 
the table and started to dish up.

“What’s in the pot?” 
asked Sam.
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“Soup!” 

My favourite!  
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