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Liqedile ukufetheza izulu. ULihle noNosipho, 
udadwabo omncani, bajabulile. Abakwazi 
ukulinda ukuyokudlala ibholo ngaphandle. 
Inja yabo, uLasi, uthanda ukudlala 
nabo ibholo. Bazuma ibholo kodwana 
abayifumani.
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Ibholo ilahlekile. ULihle noNosipho bararekile. 
ULasi, inja yabo ibaqalile. Abazi kobona 
bazakuthoma kuphi ukufuna.

“Siyokuzuma kuphi?” kubuza uNosipho.
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Baqala ngemgqomini weenzibi, ayikho lapho. 
ULasi uyabalandela ngesikhathi bafuna 
ibholo. Ibholo ayibonakali ndawo. 
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ULasi ulinga ukweqa ifensi 
yakwamakhelwana ayokufuna ibholo.

ULihle noNosipho, bayambiza, “Buya, Lasi!”
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ULasi uyabuya. UNosipho ucabanga amano. 
“Ngiyokuqala ngaphasi kwekoloyi.”
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UNosipho ukhasela ngaphasi kwekoloyi 
ukuyokufuna ibholo. Ukhasa uyaphuma. 
Izambatho zakhe zizele idaka. Akakathabi.
Ibholo ayitholakali ndawo. 
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ULasi ulinga ukukhukhutha eqele 
ngakwamakhelwana godu.

ULihle noNosipho bayambiza, “Buya, Lasi, 
uzokulimala!”

ULasi uyabuya. Ibholo ayitholakali!
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ULihle noNosipho bahlala phasi emathurini 
noLasi.

ULihle ubiza uyise, “Baba! Baba! Ibholo 
ilahlekile.”



10

Uyise uqala ibholo ngemgqomini weenzibi. 
ULasi uyamlandela.
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Ibholo isalahlekile. ULasi unamano. Weqela 
phezulu ngendlela angakghona ngayo. 
Weqa idrada yakwamakhelwana. ULihle 
noNosipho akhange bambone.
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Nguyise kwaphela ombonileko nakeqa 
idrada. ULihle ubuza uyise, “Uphi uLasi?” 

“Weqe idrada waya ngakwamakhelwana.” 

“Asimlandeleni, Lihle,” kutjho uNosipho. 
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ULihle noNosipho balandela uLasi 
ngakwamakhelwana. ULasi ujame eduze 
nebholo. Uyakhonkotha, “Wuuf! Wuuf!”

Ukhonkotha ibholo.
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Arha ke, nasi ibholo! ULasi uthole ibholo. 
ULasi uguge ibholo ngomlomo wakhe 
basuka babuyela ekhaya. UNosipho 
ubhambada uLasi emhlana uyamthokosiza.
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ULihle ubiza uyise.

“ULasi uyitholile ibholo.”

“Uyithole kuphi?” kubuza uyise.

“Uyithole eqabazini lakwamakhelwana,” 
kuphendula uLihle.

Uyise uthaba nabo.
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Bobathathu badlala ibholo be badinwe. 
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