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Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers 
creative professionals who volunteer to create new, African storybooks that anyone can freely 
translate and distribute. To find out more, and to download beautiful, print-ready books, visit 
bookdash.org.

Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, and 
design to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and 
date. We’ll add the ISBN later.

Mama, What’s For Lunch?
Illustrated by Heather Jenkins 
Written by Sally Partridge
Designed by Mbali Mauda
Edited by Melissa Fagan 
with the help of the Book Dash participants in the Virtual Book Dash on 18 September 2021. 

ISBN: 9781776231973

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence (http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by/4.0/). You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium 
or format) and adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, 
even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following 
license terms:

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes 
were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the 
licensor endorses you or your use.
No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 
restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
Notices: You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public 
domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation.
No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your 
intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how 
you use the material.
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Story spread 1
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Story spread 1

“Hurry,Thabo. Mama is making lunch,”  
calls Tumi.
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Story spread 2

“Where are you going, Thabo?”

mama-whats-for-lunch_interior.indd   9mama-whats-for-lunch_interior.indd   9 2021/09/29   18:422021/09/29   18:42



Story spread 3

His friends don’t understand why he chooses 
lunch over their game, but Thabo has a secret.
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Mama’s lunches are special. 
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Story spread 4

On Monday, Mama shapes their food like little 
bugs that wriggle and crawl, making Tumi shriek 
in fright. 

“EEEE!” 

But they are yummy fruit and vegetables, and 
not very scary at all.
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Story spread 5

On Tuesday, she makes a lion that roars so loudly 
the house shakes. 

“ROAR!”
But it’s just delicious pasta and cheese.
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Story spread 6

On Wednesday, Mama creates a chicken that 
wakes up the whole street.

“CLUCK CLUCK PAKAA!”

But it’s just a plate of juicy fruit.
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Story spread 7

On Thursday, she builds a noisy truck. 

Thabo and Tumi cover their ears. 

“VROOOM!” 

But it’s a sweet strawberry jam sandwich.
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Story spread 8

On Friday, Mama makes a beautiful garden filled 
with flowers, birds and ladybugs.

“TWEET TWEET!”
But it’s healthy pap, beans and a crunchy salad.

PAP
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Story spread 9

“Mama, what’s for lunch?” asks Tumi.

“Yes, Mama,” says Thabo. “What are you 
making today?”
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Story spread 10

Thabo and Tumi can’t wait another second. 
Their tummies are grumbling. 

Finally, Mama is ready.

“What is it Mama?” asks Thabo, licking his lips.
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Story spread 11

It’s Thabo, Tumi and Mama!

“Mmm, our favourite, your famous stew and 
rice.” 

“Thank you, Mama!”
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Story spread 12

PAP
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Story spread 12

What will Mama make on Sunday?
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