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Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers
creative professionals who volunteer to create new, African storybooks that anyone can
freely translate and distribute. To find out more, and to download beautiful, print-ready
books, visit bookdash.org.
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Kwake kwaba khona
ibhubesikazi elalilidala kakhulu
futhi liknathele kakhulu.

Lalikhathele kakhulu
ngendlela yokuthi
lalilala usuku lonke ...
nobusuku bonke.
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“Woza uzozingela kanye
nathi,” kusho odadewabo
namadodakazi alo.

Kodwa ibhubesikazi

lalikhathele kakhulu.
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“Yini engahambi kahle ngalo?”
kubuza izimpala ezincane.
“Ningasondeli kakhulu,” kuxwayisa
onina bazo. “Lingase linidle.”

Kodwa ibhubesikazi lamane
labhakuzisa izindlebe zalo
lixosha izimpukane.
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Ngolunye usuku ibhubesikazi
lavuka [iInomuzwa
ongajwayelekile sengathi
kukhona okulibukayo.

Ngenkathi libuka phezulu, labona isilwane
esibilayo, esiphendukayo esihlahleni.

“Ungubani wena?” kwabuza ibhubesikazi.



“Ngiyilanga. Ngize ukuzokulanda,”
kwaphendula isilwane.

“Hamba,” kubhoka
iIbhubesikazi.
“Ngifuna ukulala.”
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Ngenkathi ibhubesikazi liphinda
livula amehlo alo, ilanga lalilokhu

lisesihlahleni.
“Ngabe awuboni yini ukuthi usenza
sonke sishiselwe futhi sinxanwe?”
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“Alusekude kakhulu uhambo manje,”

kwasho ilanga. “Ungaphumula uma
sifika khona.”
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