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Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers 
creative volunteers to create new African storybooks that anyone can freely print, translate and 
distribute. Then we work with partners to give those books to preschool children to own.

To find out more, and to download beautiful, open-licensed, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.

Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, and 
design to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and 
date. We’ll add the ISBN later.

Tata Comes Home
Illustrated by Heleen Steyn van der Merwe
Written by Sewela Langeni
Designed by Tammy Adendorff
Edited by Nabeela Latha
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Johannesburg on 17 August 2024.

ISBN: 978-1-77632-591-7

Typeset in Belanosima and Quicksand

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence  
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and adapt 
(remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially.  
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. 
You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses 
you or your use. No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological 
measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
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Story spread 1
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Story spread 1

Every Friday after school, Daluxolo 
stands with his arms leaning over 
the front gate, waiting...
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Story spread 2

His friends keep calling him to play 
ball with them at the dusty soccer field 
down the road but he keeps saying no.

Daaaaaaaalllllliii
iiiii

iiii
i!

DDaaaali!
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Story spread 2

Daaaaaaaalllllliii
iiiii

iiii
i!
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Story spread 3
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Story spread 3

That’s because someone special 
is coming … every weekend

Tata comes 
home.
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Story spread 4
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Story spread 4

He cranes his neck towards the main road, 
eagerly waiting to see the moment 
when Tata’s white VW Beetle 
turns into his street.
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Story spread 5

As soon as it turns the corner, Dali runs to 
the car so he can drive the rest of the way 
home in Tata’s car.
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Story spread 5

Beep!

Beeep!

tata-comes-home_interior.indd   15tata-comes-home_interior.indd   15 2024/09/04   21:362024/09/04   21:36



Story spread 6

Tata yells with excitement, 
as he opens the door.

“Hello Dali 
my boy,”

“Hop in!”

tata-comes-home_interior.indd   16tata-comes-home_interior.indd   16 2024/09/04   21:362024/09/04   21:36



Story spread 6
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Story spread 7

When Tata is home, 
he and Dali always have 
so much fun together,
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Story spread 7

starting with their 
favourite meal 
cooked by Mama –

pap, wors 
and gravy.
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Story spread 8

On Saturday morning, they 
start their day with a short jog 

around the neighbourhood.
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Story spread 9

Then after lunch, 
Tata teaches Dali how 
to play card games.
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Story spread 10

In the afternoon, Dali loves 
watching Tata polish his shoes 
while whistling to his favourite 

songs on the radio.
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Story spread 11

Sunday is the saddest day when 
they have to say goodbye because

Tata must go back to work.
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Story spread 12

But Dali does not stay sad for long 
because he knows that on Friday,

Tata comes home.
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